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| ose sight of, and we sure lost sight of it this year, is
that every year we begin with a | oaded gun and we don' t
think about it. We don't think about it, but every year we
begi n our budget process witha |oaded gun and the first
bullet in the gun is a pay increase for state enpl oyees.
That is the first bullet, isn't it? Every yearthat is
built-in. This year it was 8 percent, what was it,
$28 million. We started out knowing we had to nake a pay
i ncrease for state enployees. Secondly, every year we start
out with, not just a continuation budget, but in addition a

smal | increase to the continuation budget to reflect obvious
costs of living changes. As | recall thisyear it was a
4 percent increase worth several millions of dollars. We

start out every year with some prom sesthat you and | know
we have to deliver on but basically speaking we don't start

every year with built-in prom ses regarding property tax
relief. Now thisyear happens to be an exception because we
ot the Medicaid takeover bill being funded in three parts.

ncidental ly ny preferenceal ways would have been to have
funded that in one part |ast year but that was not to be

because the CGovernor himself and others preferred to defer
the funding of that for three distinct years. But basically
speaki ng, we don't load up that gun in ternms of property tax
relief but the gun is always | oaded on the state operations
side of the budget. It is always out there and those are
the first issues that we deal with. Now I think that it is
not inappropriate for people to actually load the gun with
respect to sone formof property tax relief. This bill does
not | oad the gun because this bill is not a mandatory bill,
unless it is funded, then it becones mandatory but this bill

at least ainms the gun and | think that is an inportant thing
to do.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Cal Carsten.

SENATOR CARSTEN: M . President and nenbers of the
Legislature, | hesitate to rise and speak again but | just
feel like | should. | want to tell you that we have made
sone start relativeto next year's session already. Last
week | did call together various groups that have been
tal king about a study of thetax problem n the State of
Nebraska for sone tinme, several years have been promoting
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